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ABSTRACT 

Libraries in Louisiana strengthen the economy and 
serve the people. Libraries and their employees play a significant 
role in the Louisiana infrastructure, consuming state goods and 
services, complementing educational institutions, creating a literate 
citizenry, and providing cost effective access to information for 
business, industry, government officials and employees, private 
citizens, and students. This pamphlet summarizes the economic and 
service impact of Louisiana public and academic libraries in 1996, 
providing data and statistics on topics including: the value of the 
state’s public and academic library collections; taxes derived from 
library employees; library operating and collection development 
expenditures; costs of renovations; grants; literacy and unemployment 
rates; per capita public library expenditures; role of public 
libraries in Louisiana; number of visits to public libraries, number 
of library cards, and number of books borrowed; access; operating 
hours; and voter support for Louisiana libraries. The pamphlet also 
covers the role and services of the State Library of Louisiana. 
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Economic Impact — 1996 
Libraries Strengthen the Economy 

Libraries and their employees play a significant role in the 
Louisiana infrastructure, consuming state goods and 
services, complementing educational institutions, creating a 
literate citizenry, and providing cost effective access to 
information for business, industry, government officials and 
employees, private citizens, and students. 

• A conservative estimate of the combined value of the 
state's public and academic library collections is $1.89 
billion. 

. In 1995, Louisiana’s 4,148 ‘full time equivalent’ public 

and academic library employees paid state taxes on 
income and recycled over $52.8 million directly into the 
Louisiana economy. 

• Louisiana's public and academic library operating 
expenditures totaled $113.1 million last year. 

• Last year Louisiana public and academic libraries spent 
more than $31 million to purchase books, periodicals, and 
audiovisual materials from suppliers, many of whom have 
physical facilities or representatives in Louisiana. 

• Last year Louisiana public libraries spent $13.4 million 
on renovations and new construction. 

• Since 1986, Louisiana public libraries have obtained 

almost $250,000 annually in federal grants to help fund 
library tutorial reading programs to combat illiteracy. 

• Peripheral services for libraries also strengthen the 
Louisiana business and employment climate. They 
include buildings and grounds maintenance, employee 
benefits and health care, office supplies and services, 
telecommunications, and utilities. 

• Louisiana libraries provide access to print and nonprint 
materials, including information obtained through the 
Internet and through a myriad of other automated 
information databases. 

• Libraries can play a pivotal role in both the educational 
and the economic well-being of an individual, a 
community, and the state. Libraries provide materials and 
programs, including literacy programs, to help educate and 
retrain people, and they provide information on job and 
career opportunities, as well as business and investment 
information. But much more remain-, to be done 



Consider. . . 

► More than 24% of Louisiana's adults cannot read, up 
from 16% in 1989. 

► Louisiana's illiteracy rale compounds the state's 
unemployment problem and attendant social problems. 

► Louisiana’s current unemployment rate is 6.8% 

► More than 26% of the population lives below the 
poverty level, 48% of whom arc illiterate, and only 36% 
of whom arc employed, most (22%) part time. 

► The current stale labor force participation rate is 
60% — lower than the national rate of 66%. 

► Louisiana ranks third highest in the nation in crime. 

Education and economic opportunities arc the only answer. 

Libraries can help by providing access to the world of 

information. 

• Louisiana public libraries spent an average of only $ 1 4.23 
a person last year to provide citizens with this full range of 
information services, well below the $19. 16 national 
average. 



Service Impact — 1996 
Libraries Serve the People 

• In Louisiana, there arc 32 1 public and 3 1 academic 
libraries (total 352) plus 33 bookmobiles. 

• Meeting the people's informational, educational, cultural, 
and recreational needs is the business of Louisiana 
libraries. 

• Louisiana libraries provide information to corporations, 
businesses, scholars, students, legislators, government 
officials and employees, and other residents. 

• Resource sharing and networking by the state's 352 public 
and academic libraries offer Louisiana residents access to 
21.5 million books or 5 books for every man, woman, and 
child in the state. 

• TheU.S. Department of Education found that 810.8 
million visits were made to the nation's public libraries 
last year. Nearly 8,600,000 of those visits were to 
Louisiana's public libraries. 

• More than 2.1 million Louisiana residents hold public 
library cards and last year borrowed 19.2 million books, 
periodicals, and audiovisual materials, more than 4.4 
items a person. Children alone borrowed 6.5 million 
books. 
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• Louisiana libraries offer special programs targeting 
specific age groups and special needs. In 1995, almost 
85,000 school children registered for the Louisiana 
Summer Reading Program and, during the program, read 
more than 1.2 million books. In addition, over one-half 
million (500,000) children attended activities in 
Louisiana’s public libraries last year. 

• Of the 32 1 Louisiana public libraries, almost all provide 
access and facilities for handicapped patrons. 

• Public libraries are open year round, at night, on weekends, 
and during the Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter 
holiday seasons, providing services to students and other 
patrons. 




• Louisiana residents appreciate the benefits of their public 
libraries and are offering strong voter support. Of the 
eight funding proposals on the ballot in 1995 (each for a 
tax increase), all passed by an average margin of 66%. In 
the last several years, three public library construction 
bond issues totaling $17.5 million also passed by an 
average 66% margin. 



State Library of Louisiana 

The State Library of Louisiana promotes, advocates, and 
consistently works to achieve the highest possible level of 
service to meet the information needs of Louisiana residents. 
To this end, the State Library performs the following 
services: 

• Maintains technical and specialized collections supporting 
the business of state government, supplementing parish 
library collections, and complementing libraries in 
Louisiana's colleges and universities. 

• Provides information and distributes materials from its 
collection of over 800,000 items and from the collections 
of other libraries throughout the nation through interlibrary 
loan to state officials and employees and the general 
public. 

• Provides leadership in the coordination of library services 
and resource sharing by all types of libraries in the 

state — academic, public, special, and school — to provide 
for optimum utility and equality of access. 

• Continues leadership in the development of the Louisiana 
Library Network (LLN)and in the provision of Internet 
connections in all public libraries and in many schools. 
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• Provides in-depth reference and research services to those 
in state government and the general public using its 
extensive resources of printed materials and automated 
databases including those on the Internet. 

• Developed and administers the nation's first resource 
sharing network using computers and CD-ROM 
technology. 



• Provides consultative and technical assistance to state 
agencies in the collection and maintenance of their 
resource materials; administers the Louisiana Government 
Information Network (LaGIN) for state agencies; 
participates in the national State Data Center program; and 
participates in the Louisiana Geographic Information 
System (GIS). 

• Administers the Louisiana State Documents Depository 
Program and serves as a federal documents depository'. 



• Administers federal grants to public libraries, last year 
awarding $761,023. 



Supports the development and improvement of public and 
parish libraries through consultative, educational, resource 
sharing, and long range planning assistance. 



• Establishes and supervises library services in the state's 
health and correctional institutions. 



• Serves directly the needs of the slate's blind and physically 
handicapped, last year circulating 140,870 items (disk, 
cassette, braille and large print materials) to 3,657 blind 
and physically handicapped residents. 

• Actively participates in the war against illiteracy by 

guidance to public libraries applying for federal literacy 
grants, and training workshops for literacy tutors. 




From: Public Libraries in Louisiana: Statistical Report 1994; 
Statistical Report of Public Libraries in the United States: 1 993; 
Academic Libraries: 1992; State of the State 1995: Louisiana 
Employment Projections; Occupational Outlook Quarterly; and the 
Louisiana Department of Labor. (il'5/f 5/96 



6 



■ % ; . '■] ■ • ; .7 

?r>V"-' -v.' * 7 ■ *> ^ > V 7“:v V v - * 



* . V/^ ; ’^r% r> ;^‘v : ;■ > 

. V ’ - * 4 . * l 1 \ ■ ’ 

' ? /• " / * '/ ',' ' 

* \i % i ^** m- \ •’ * ’ fi 
./» ♦ *; \* V ! . \ ‘ 



■ J / > ; ^ ■■ 



• V/,; . .- ;/>.* : \/:' -•/ .* • k y -V 
■- ": : . V; t- *;- •■ '»' . ; '• \ r ; ; **■ ■’■’■’ ' ■ • • ■ - ; ' v ' 

, *y;, ::»■■>.■ '"! V ; 

* M J, l ’.*!?.£:* ■■■ 1 > ' * ■■:•■■ I -• * ■ f ■,'■■••{" *'i -<’*■« • ‘ • ••fV 

* ':■; ; .;■•■**> ;• ■•.*';■• .. 

' • i7V\>VV*»-<; )Y\ ,\\' n~7Y 























v,p:'i 



* s * » f* # •;* , • .- ^ y ■ • •• >_v >«.», ^*J7 -'\» !:• v } / . ■’ , 1 - . ■ > 

’■ •' ’,'rj ■*■’. ^ 7 *•*. ;■..* •* ' -‘j; - . / s 'y.v /YY-v'.y ; >**.***v'. *•* v f ■:*■ . - l ; .v* v.t 

/S , : '. ..* ! !•,■ * % \ * * % ; * Vi \i* t *;V* - •■•:'•*’* ^VV V' • 

■ .■ 1 * 1 ■ ** 4 ** * . * • • *, , * 1 * n **’* ♦ i .' 4 ■ « *■ * 1 i « % ■ . * » ^ *« • * . *. ' 




77i/j public document was published at a total cost of $197, 1, 000 
copies of this document were published in this first printing at a 
cost of $197. This document was published by the Office of the 
State Libraiy, Department of Culture, Recreation & Tourism, P.O. 
Box 131. Baton Rouge, LA 70821-0131 to disseminate information 
ivgaixling libraiy programs and projects under authority of Public 
Law 98-480, as amended. This material was printed in accordance 
with the standards for printing by state agencies established 
pursuant to R.S. 43:31. 



7 



State Librar y of Louisiana 

Post Office Box 1 3 1 

Baton Rouge* Louisiana 7082 1-0131 








U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI) 
Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) 

REPRODUCTION RELEASE 

(Specific Document) 




1. DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION: 




Title: Louisiana Libraries: A Report on the Economic and Service 

Libraries 


Impact of Louisiana 


Author(s): — _ 


Corporate Source: 


i Publication Date: 


c/y' to/*.; y °j 


| A l 



II. REPRODUCTION RELEASE: 



In order to disseminate as widely as possible timely and significant materials of interest to the educational community, documents announced 
in the monthly abstract journal of the ERIC system, Resources in Education (RIE), are usually made available to users in microfiche, reproduced 
paper copy, and electronic/optical media, and sold through the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS) or other ERIC vendors. Credit is 
given to the source of each document, and, if reproduction release is granted, one of the following notices is affixed to the document 

If permission is granted to reproduce and disseminate the identified document, please CHECK ONE of the following two options and sign at 
the bottom of the page. 




Check here 
For Level 1 Release: 

Permitting reproduction in 
microfiche (4“ x 6" film) or 
other ERIC archival media 
(e.g., electronic or optical) 
and paper copy. 



The sample sticker shown below will be The sample sticker shown below will be 
affixed to all Level 1 documents affix0 d to all Level 2 documents 



PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 




PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 


DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL 




DISSEMINATE THIS 1 


HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 




MATERIAL IN OTHER THAN PAPER 






COPY HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 


\0 






Jr 

cr 






TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 




TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 


INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 




INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 


Level 1 


Level 2 



□ 

a 

Check here 
For Level 2 Release: 

Permitting reproduction in 
microfiche (4* x 6' film) or 
other ERIC archival media 
(e.g., electronic or optical), 
but not in paper copy. 



Documents will be processed as indicated provided reproduction quality permits. If permission 
to reproduce is granted, but neither box is checked, documents will be processed at Level 1. 



Sign 

here-* 

please 



O 

me 



•/ hereby grant to the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) nonexclusive permission to reproduce and disseminate 
this document as indicated above. Reproduction from the ERIC microfiche or electronic/optical media by persons other than 
ERIC employees and its system contractors requires permission from the copyright holder. Exception is made for non-profit 
reproduction by libraries and other service agencies to satisfy information needs of educators in response to discrete inquiries. m 



Signature: 

73ifgani£iitSonZK«UB^ * * 


Printed Name/Position/Title: 

Thomas F. Jaques, State Librarian 


State Library of Louisiana 
PO Box 131 

Baton Rouge LA 70821-0131 


Telephone: 

504-342-4923 


FAX: 

504-342-3547 


E-Mail Address: 

tjaques@pel ican. 

sf.flt.ft.1ib^Ia.us 


Date: 

imm 



(over) 




III. DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY INFORMATION (FROM NON-ERIC SOURCE): 

If permission to reproduce is not granted to ERIC, or, if you wish ERIC to cite the availability of the document from another source, 
please provide the following information regarding the availability of the document. (ERIC will not announce a document unless it is 
publicly available, and a dependable source can be specified. Contributors should also be aware that ERIC selection criteria are 
significantly more stringent for documents that cannot be made available through EDRS.) 



Publisher/Distributor: 










Address: 










Price: 











IV. REFERRAL OF ERIC TO COPYRIGHT/REPRODUCTION RIGHTS HOLDER: 

If the right to grant reproduction release is held by someone other than the addressee, please provide the appropriate name and address: 



Name: 



Address: 



V. WHERE TO SEND THIS FORM: 



Send this form to the following ERIC Clearinghouse: 



However, if solicited by the ERIC Facility, or if making an unsolicited contribution to ERIC, return this form (and the document being 
contributed) to: 






v. 6/96) 



ERIC Processing and Reference Facility 
1100 West Street, 2d Floor 
Laurel, Maryland 20707-3598 

Telephone: 301-497-4080 
Toll Free: 800-799-3742 
FAX: 301-953-0263 
e-mail: ericfac@inet.ed.gov 
WWW: http://ericfac.piccard.csc.com 



